Teaching hard things: The journalism ‘intro’ by Greatrex, J. & Greatrex, J.
Teaching Hard Things:
The journalism ‘intro’
Jonny Greatrex
Multimedia Journalism
Teaching students the hardest skill in journalism – how to start your story - 
with the help of Pulp Fiction, Forrest Gump and Cool Runnings.
This session
- Explain the hard thing and why it is hard to teach
- Show how I (try to) teach it
- You have a go
- Feedback
The hard thing...the intro
The ‘intro’ is the industry term for the first line of a text-based news story
It is crucial
Generally no more than 25 words (although house styles differ)
It should explain what has happened or what will happen
It should use as few words as possible but be as newsworthy as possible
For example...



Why is it hard to teach?
To learn how to write 
intros, you need a news 
story
To get a news story, you 
need to know what an 
intro is
To know what an intro is, 
you need to have written 
news stories
To have written news 
stories you need to know 
what an intro is

And...
Generate story idea
Research topic
Do interviews
Gather comment/responses
Pitch to newsdesk
Write copy
If you can’t write the intro, it is not a 
story
The intro is the first line of a story
But it is the last part of the journalistic 
process 
The solution?
Remove the need for students to have a news story 
Replace it with their knowledge of their favourite films
Based on constructivist approach: Vygotsky, Piaget, Dewey, Vico, Rorty, Bruner
New information is linked to to prior knowledge
Ask them to write one line about something which has happened - or will happen - 
in their favourite film
From me...
Cool Runnings
A ragtag band of Jamaican sprinters have launched a fundraising appeal for the 
country’s first ever bobsled team.
Forrest Gump
A Greenbow man has been awarded the Congressional Medal of Honour after 
saving his platoon in bloody battle in Vietnam.
Pulp Fiction
A gangland hitman has been found dead at the home of missing LA boxer Butch 
Coolridge.
From the students…
A young girl has killed her mother using telekinesis after the pair had a fight. 
Carrie
A young clownfish has been kidnapped and taken hostage by a human dentist in 
Australia.
Finding Nemo
A banished general of the Roman Empire has returned home to find his wife and 
son hanged. 
Gladiator
Your turn. 
Five minutes.
Write an intro 
using based 
on your 
favourite film.
➔ No more than 25 
words.
➔ It should say what has 
happened, or will 
happen
➔ It should contain the 
most important details
➔ It should be as short 
but as newsworthy as 
possible
Feedback
